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HOW TO USE THE MOTION FOR STAY OF
ENFORCEMENT

PURPOSE
A Motion for Stay of Enforcement requests that enforcement of a judgment, sentence, fine, cost,
condition, or other consequence be paused while appellate review is pending.

WHY IT MATTERS
Appellate review can take time. Without a stay, enforcement may continue even while the judgment
is being challenged.

WHEN TO FILE
Generally, the motion should be considered immediately after filing the Notice of Appeal or
whenever enforcement threatens immediate harm.

WHAT THIS MOTION DOES
• Requests temporary relief • Preserves the status quo • Prevents immediate enforcement while
review proceeds • Supports meaningful appellate review

EXAMPLE SEQUENCE
Verdict → Post-Trial Motion → Notice of Appeal → Motion for Stay of Enforcement → Appellate
Review

EXAMPLE COURTROOM REQUEST
Defendant: 'Your Honor, I respectfully request a stay of enforcement pending appeal so that
appellate review may proceed before enforcement continues.'

COMMON MISTAKE #1
Waiting until enforcement has already caused harm before considering a stay.

COMMON MISTAKE #2
Assuming an appeal automatically stays enforcement.

COMMON MISTAKE #3
Failing to explain why immediate enforcement creates a problem.

LD APPLICATION
The Liberty Dialogues emphasizes structure and preservation. A stay helps preserve the practical
value of appellate review while issues remain under examination.

IF THE MOTION IS DENIED
Respectfully preserve the issue and continue the appellate process. The denial itself may become
part of the record.

FINAL PRINCIPLE
A stay does not decide the appeal. It simply requests that enforcement wait until review is
completed.


